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528 YALE LAW JOURNAL 

Bartolus on the Conflict of Laws. Translated into English by 
Joseph Henry Beale, Royall Professor of Law in Harvard 
University. Harvard University Press. Cambridge. 1914. 
pp.86. 

There could be no more fitting tribute to the memory of 
Bartolus, that great 14th century Italian jurist, to whose mighty 
creative ability all modern law is heavily indebted, than to pub- 
lish on the six hundredth anniversary of his birth an English 
translation of his famous treatise on the Conflict of Laws, which, 
as Professor Beale so truly says, "is the starting point and the 
cited authority for all subsequent work on the subject for five 
hundred years." 

Very familiar are the topics discussed by Bartolus: questions 
of the extra-territorial effect of contracts, wills, torts, crimes and 
judgments ; distinctions based on the lex loci contractus, lex 
loci solutionis, lex rei sitae, lex fori. Two of his doctrines (and 
others might be instanced) show the modernness of Bartolus. 
"The form of an act pertains to the jurisdiction of the city (i. e., 
state) in whose territory it is done." (p. 27.) "By reason of the 
place in which a crime is committed, everyone is subject to that 
jurisdiction, even a stranger" (i. e., foreigner), (p. 49.) 

That Bartolus was the modern world's first great international 
lawyer is seen from the following passage: "It is the custom 
of England that the eldest son succeeds to all the goods. Now 
one having goods in England and in Italy dies ; the question is, 
what law governs" (p. 44). 

Professor Beale's very apt and lucid translation is dedicated 
most appropriately to the University of Perugia, where Bartolus 
taught law for many years. Many other works of Bartolus will 
be soon made available in English to the rank and file of Ameri- 
can lawyers. Then will be intensified our appreciation of the 
debt owed by modern law to Roman law — no one can avoid notic- 
ing in this present translation of Bartolus how constantly he 
employs doctrines taken from Roman jurisprudence. 

c. p. s. 



